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Cambridge Global Perspectives® 



What is Global Perspectives? 

  A programme to develop the skills our 

learners need for their life long learning  

 It has a cross-curricular, interdisciplinary focus 

 It builds transferrable skills 

 It develops ‘active’ learning and is taught through topics 

 It puts the application of these skills in a global context 

• A suite of rigorous and academic 

qualifications from 14-19 

O level, IGCSE, A Level…..as well as a 5-14 programme 

launching June 2018 after a 2 year pilot 

 



Entry Growth 

Our fastest growing syllabus subject (top 10 in A level) 

40/50% growth in entries each year over the past 

three years; worldwide coverage 

 



The Cambridge Pathway 



Why a focus on skills? 

‘Reflections on the Human Condition’, Eric Hoffer, 1973 



Why a focus on skills? 

 “Education today is much more about ways of thinking 

which involve creative and critical approaches to problem-

solving and decision-making.  

 

 It is also about ways of working,  

    including communication and collaboration…..  

 

And last but not least, education is about the capacity to live 

in a multi-faceted world as an active and engaged citizen.”  

 

‘The case for 21st-century learning’ Andreas Schleicher, OECD Education Directorate 

http://www.oecd.org/general/thecasefor21st-centurylearning.htm 

 

http://www.oecd.org/general/thecasefor21st-centurylearning.htm
http://www.oecd.org/general/thecasefor21st-centurylearning.htm
http://www.oecd.org/general/thecasefor21st-centurylearning.htm
http://www.oecd.org/general/thecasefor21st-centurylearning.htm


Current PISA Developments 

 In 2012 they focussed on creative problem solving: 

students’ skills in tackling real-life problems 

 In 2015 they focussed on collaborative problem solving 

 In 2018 they will add a new measurement of “global 

competence” designed to “assess students’ awareness of 

the interconnected global world we live and work in and 

their ability to deal effectively with the resulting demands”   

 

“There is a growing emphasis in state and national educational 

systems on project based and inquiry oriented learning. This 

includes ….critical thinking, problem solving, self management 

and collaboration skills.” 

 



Bringing Global Perspectives skills 

into the classroom – An Activity 

If the  

World  

were  

100 

People

… 

 

 



Cambridge Global Perspectives 

the core of the curriculum 



In other courses I use content 

to build skills.  

In Cambridge Global 

Perspectives, I use skills to 

deepen a student’s 

understanding of content.   

 

Suffern High School,  

New York, USA, Teacher   

What is Global Perspectives? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Suffern_High_School_Coat_of_Arms.JPG


How do we develop these skills? 

 

 

We use an iterative process 

 learn, practice and repeat using these skills 

a spiral approach  

All skills taught within a global context 

At 5-14 primarily Formative 

At 14-16 and 16-19 primarily Summative 

Formal progression from IGCSE to A Level 

A personal, local/national, global perspective 

Use of multiple themes and a Critical Path pedagogy 

Taught through topics and critical analysis 

 



What are the assessed skills?  

Collaboration  

Communication 

Critical thinking and problem solving 

Independent research 

Innovation and creative thinking 

Reflection 

 

 



A Common Qualification structure 

 Three Common Assessment Objectives 

 Research, Analysis and Evaluation 

 Reflection 

 Communication and Collaboration 

A common range of skills developed 

 Assessment Objectives 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

Research  Analysis  Evaluation Reflection 

(Metacognition) 

Communication & Collaboration 

  

  

Range of Thinking, Learning, and Creative Skills developed 

Research 

- Planning 

- Information 

Skills 

- Questioning 

Analysis 

- Problem Solving 

- Critical Thinking 

  

Synthesis 

- Memory 

Skills 

  

Evaluation 

- Decision 

Making 

- Creative 

Thinking 

Reflection 

- Global perspective 

- Empathy 

- Imagining 

Communication 

- Written  

- Visual  

- Oral   

- IT 

- Aural (listening) 

Collaboration 

- Teamwork 

- Goal setting 

- Innovating 

- Brainstorming  



Development of the programme 

What makes up the programme 

Assessing materials and programme assessment 

Why introduce it? 

How to implement  

 Fees 

 Launch timelines 

 

 

 

 

Cambridge Global Perspectives 5-14 

 



Tried and Tested - a two year pilot 

 

 

 

 



The programme materials are called Challenges 



An example of a Challenge 



Programme overview 

Skill Topic 



Primary Challenges 



Learning objectives 

The learning objectives form the basis of all the 

teaching and assessment of skills.  

Teachers use them:  

to plan their teaching  

as a reference for checking learners’ achievement.  
 

Stage 1 Evaluation: Decision-making 

Talk about which information might be 

relevant and which not. 

Stage 9 Evaluation: Decision-making 

Compare and synthesise information 

from a range of sources recognising that 

some sources may be biased. 



Learning objectives – an example 



Pilot feedback - Perspectives 

The activities are always spread out into three levels 

of personal, local and global which not only made it 

more relatable to the students’ own lives but also 

opened them up to the entire world. 

 

  

 

Primary teacher, India 

      

 

 

     



Pilot feedback - Skills 

“We look deeper into each subject and learn 

collaboration skills. We really work together in this 

class.  

      

 

 

    Learner, USA 



Pilot feedback – Teacher impact 

At the beginning the teachers felt a bit 

overwhelmed. As they started working they 

realised the students were motivated, enthusiastic 

and this made them feel more confident  

The teachers share skills that makes coordination 

meetings more enriching, they bring other points of 

view and a different, more educated and creative 

way to plan their lessons 

  

 

Primary head teacher, Uruguay 

 

 

 

 



Pilot feedback – cross curricular impact  

and parental awareness 

I've heard from fellow teachers that GP students 

question sources when they have to do research 

  

Parents are impressed by the growing interest in 

the news and sourcing information 

 

 

 

 

Lower Secondary teacher, Brazil 

 



Assessment: Formative  

teacher feedback on the Challenges 

The way to support learners in developing their skills 

is for teachers to have regular conversations with 

them  

 

Teachers refer to the Learning Objectives and 

Success Criteria, helping learners see where they 

are doing well and what they can do next to improve 

 

Flexible: have a Translanguage option - delivering 

the Challenges in the learners native language 



Programme overview: Checkpoints 

Primary 

Checkpoint 
Lower Secondary 

Checkpoint 



Assessment: Summative Example 

Primary Checkpoint (Team Project, Stage 6) 

In groups learners choose from any of the 

GP topics and then carry out a collaborative 

project. 

 



Summary (1) 

50 Challenges 

24 Topics  

6 skills  

3 Perspectives 

 

Plus 2 Checkpoints, one at age11 and one at age14 

 

  



Summary (2) 

Materials 

 Teaching and 

learning materials 

(including Curriculum 

Framework, Teacher 

Guide and 

Challenges)  

 

All available via the 

Primary and Lower 

Secondary support 

sites. 

 

Assessment 

Assessing skill development is 

through formative feedback-what are 

you doing well? What to improve? 

 The Learning Objective and Success 

Criteria enable this for teachers 

Summative assessment teacher-

marked, Cambridge-moderated, is 

optional, at end of Primary and end 

of Lower Secondary. Learners (not 

teachers or Cambridge) choose the 

topics of these themselves 

Our Online Learning Area is used to 

submit Checkpoint work 

 



How is this different to other programmes  

at this level? 
 

 It offers the greatest flexibility. It can be offered at any 

stage. 

 It explicitly makes skills front and central.  

 It examines current issues using three distinct 

perspectives.  

 It provides progression to the existing Cambridge Global 

Perspectives programmes.  

 It introduces appropriate externally moderated 

assessment: 

a team project for Primary level. 

a research report at Lower Secondary level. 

 



FAQs: Finding the time 

 The programme is flexible and adaptable 

 It’s been designed to allow it to be delivered as an entire 

programme or teachers can select just one or two 

Challenges to fit a school timetable  

 It can be introduced at Primary or Lower Secondary 

according to the school and learner needs  

 It can be delivered in one year or all nine 

 



FAQs: Timetabling options 

Programme can be taught: 

As a collapsed timetable day 

As a weekly timetabled Global Perspectives lesson 

As part of other subjects depending on the content 

As part of other subjects depending on the skill 

School club activity 

 

Or any combination. 

 



Support Resources and Timeline 

Information since September 2017 

Sample Challenges and programme information on 

website and on our Primary, Lower Secondary sites 

 http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-

primary/cambridge-primary/curriculum/cambridge-primary-global-perspectives/ 

 

Published January 2018 

Teacher Guide and Curriculum Framework 

 

Training from Spring 2018 

F2F Training 

……..launch June 2018 

 

 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-primary/cambridge-primary/curriculum/cambridge-primary-global-perspectives/
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Support Resources 

  



  A Personal 

  A Local/National  

  A Global Context 

IGCSE (0457) 



A Common Qualification structure 

 Three Common Assessment Objectives 

 Research, Analysis and Evaluation 

 Reflection 

 Communication and Collaboration 

A common range of skills developed 

 Assessment Objectives 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

Research  Analysis  Evaluation Reflection 

(Metacognition) 

Communication & Collaboration 

  

  

Range of Thinking, Learning, and Creative Skills developed 

Research 

- Planning 

- Information 

Skills 

- Questioning 

Analysis 

- Problem Solving 

- Critical Thinking 

  

Synthesis 

- Memory 

Skills 

  

Evaluation 

- Decision 

Making 

- Creative 

Thinking 

Reflection 

- Global perspective 

- Empathy 

- Imagining 

Communication 

- Written  

- Visual  

- Oral   

- IT 

- Aural (listening) 

Collaboration 

- Teamwork 

- Goal setting 

- Innovating 

- Brainstorming  



Qualification structure IGCSE 

Three Components:  

Written Examination-1hr 15mins data response compulsory  

 Externally set and assessed 

 Individual Report-1500 to 2000 word student selected essay 

 Internally set and Cambridge assessed   

 Team Project - a collaborative investigation  

 Both individual and team elements including an outcome and 

collaborative team explanation and an individual reflective paper 

 Internally assessed and Cambridge moderated 

 

 



Topics for the new IGCSE Written Examination 

 Demographic change 

 Education for all 

 Employment  

 Fuel and energy 

 Globalisation 

 Law and criminality 

 Migration 

 Transport systems 

Individual Report 

 Belief systems 

 Biodiversity and ecosystem loss 

 Changing communities 

 Sustainable living 

 

 

 

 Digital world  

 Family  

 Humans and other species 

 Trade and aid 

Team Project 

 Conflict and peace 

 Sport and recreation 

 Disease and health 

 Human rights 

 Language and communication 

 Poverty and inequality 

 Tradition, culture and identity 

 Water, food and agriculture 

IGCSE Topics 



Written examination question: IGCSE 



 

Written examination question: IGCSE 



A Level (9239): The Critical Path methodology 

A Level (9239) – the Critical path 



A Level - the Critical Path 



A Common Qualification structure 

 Three Common Assessment Objectives 

 Research, Analysis and Evaluation 

 Reflection 

 Communication and Collaboration 

A common range of skills developed 

 Assessment Objectives 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

Research  Analysis  Evaluation Reflection 

(Metacognition) 

Communication & Collaboration 

  

  

Range of Thinking, Learning, and Creative Skills developed 

Research 

- Planning 

- Information 

Skills 

- Questioning 

Analysis 

- Problem Solving 

- Critical Thinking 

  

Synthesis 

- Memory 

Skills 

  

Evaluation 

- Decision 

Making 

- Creative 

Thinking 

Reflection 

- Global perspective 

- Empathy 

- Imagining 

Communication 

- Written  

- Visual  

- Oral   

- IT 

- Aural (listening) 

Collaboration 

- Teamwork 

- Goal setting 

- Innovating 

- Brainstorming  



Qualification structure A Level 

Four Components:  

Year One - all externally assessed by Cambridge 

 Written Examination - 1hr 30mins data response compulsory   

 Individual Essay - 1750 to 2000 word student selected essay  

 Team Project-a collaborative investigation with both individual and team 

elements including a presentation (using multimedia) and an 800 word 

individual reflective paper 

 

Year Two - internally marked, Cambridge moderated 

 Cambridge Research Report – a 5000 word student selected research 

question 

 

 



Topics for the new IGCSE 

AS Level Topics 

  



A Level Multiple Themes 



Written examination question: AS 



Essay question marking criteria: AS 



Essay question marking criteria: AS 



Summary - what will you see in the 

classroom? 

By repeatedly using the GP approach: 

Less ‘scaffolding’ - more learner 

independence as course develops 

Repeated use of these reasoning skills 

makes these skills ‘habits of mind’ 

Skills become transferrable, and used in a 

cross-curricular manner 

 



Summary: Active Learning 

Teacher as active facilitator 

Open peer-based discussion not didactic 

teaching 

Learners reflect on evidence, arguments 

ideas etc and on their own perspective 

Learners present their reasoning and 

reflection to their peers 



Centre considerations 

Implementation: 

Whole school commitment 

Teacher characteristics and engagement 

Timetabling 

Peer teaching 

 



Cambridge Support Resources 

Our Cambridge Online Learning Area  

 Teacher Support Site 

 Specimen Papers 

 Schemes of Work 

 Teacher Guides 

 Past Papers 

 Exemplars 

 Principal Examiner Reports 

 Textbooks 

 F2F Training: Introductory and Extension 

Online Self Study Coursework Training 

 



Our free to Cambridge centres Online Learning Area 

An eLearning platform 

for both teachers and 

learners 

An optional IGCSE and 

AS eLearning course 

 Topic based and centre 

based community 

groups for collaboration 

 ePortfolios and 

reflective log space for 

both individual and 

group work 
http://learning.cie.org.uk/professionaldevelopment/login/index.php 

Cambridge Support Resources…..plus 

http://learning.cie.org.uk/professionaldevelopment/login/index.php


Our eLearning courses 

• Designed for teachers 

and learners 

• Supports the ‘flipped’ 

classroom 

• Encourages regular 

reflection and the use 

of portfolio tools 

• Can be customised by 

the teacher 

 It also provides a common foundation to support 

subsequent collaboration… 



Learner Guide 

 



Range of online courses 



Users of our Online Learning Area 

 



Research: ‘Collaboration’ 

Recent Cambridge Assessment research has shown 

that collaboration can be defined as comprising six 

elements:  

Social interdependence,  

Conflict resolution,  

 Introduction of new ideas,  

Sharing resources,  

Cooperation  

….and communication 
 

Source: http://www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/news/our-publications/research-matters/ 

Collaboration in the 21st century: Implications for assessment  

Research Matters, Issue 22, Summer 2016 

 

           



Research: NARIC Benchmarking 

 2016 UK NARIC, the national agency in the UK for the 

recognition and comparison of international qualifications 

and skills 

Reviewed Cambridge International AS & A Level Global 

Perspectives to analyse its comparability with the UK 

education system.  

 The study found that the qualification is comparable to UK 

A Level and that it develops skills that ‘are particularly 

relevant in preparing students for higher education study 

internationally’. 



Higher Education recognition  

Sign up to a Statement of support: 

The aims of the Cambridge Global Perspectives & Research A 

Level are:  

Engagement with a rigorous college-level curriculum 

Promotion of a critical, questioning approach to information 

Development of disciplined and scholarly research skills 

applied to topics of global relevance 

Primarily US, plus Canada, India, Australia and UK 

http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-advanced/cambridge-

international-as-and-a-levels/recognition/cambridge-global-perspectives/ 

http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-advanced/cambridge-international-as-and-a-levels/recognition/cambridge-global-perspectives/
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In Addition….Specific General  Elective Credit 

for A Level Global Perspectives & Research 

MIT, USA 

University of Washington 

University of Toronto 

University of Maryland 

All 28 Florida State Universities and Colleges 

 

As of February 2018 - see website for latest situation 

www.cie.org.uk/recognitionsearch  

 

 

http://www.cie.org.uk/recognitionsearch


AICE Diploma-summary of changes 

 

Global Perspectives now compulsory at AS  



AICE Diploma Requirements and Credits 



Next Steps: 

A Level review,  publish syllabus 2020, first exam 2023 

External v internal assessment of coursework 

Opportunities for eAssessment 

 Input from recent research on collaboration 

 

Global Perspectives 5-14 roll out internationally 

 From June 2018 

 

Cambridge International Project Qualification 

Standalone research qualification 

Publish syllabus 2018 first exam 2020 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Thank You 

 
Any Questions? 



Cambridge Global Perspectives 

the core of the curriculum 


